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] N reviewing the occurrences of the Jaft year, the Directors 
have found caufe of thankfulnefs to God, and of congratu- 
lation to the Society. 

They have not, indeed, to announce, what they moft anxi- 
oufly defire, an extenfion of their plans, and the entrance of 
the gofpel into diftant heathen tribes, hitherto little known, 
and wholly negleéted. They are not even prepared to {peak 
of the triumphs of the Redeemer’s grace among thofe to whom 
they have accefs. The hufbandman muft labour ; he muft 
fow his feed, and then wait with patience for “the early and 
the latter rain,’? that he may reap the precious fruits of the 
earth. It will be a large recompenfe, if the Gentiles, after 
great exertions, many prayers, and long delay, turn at laft 
from idols “ to ferve the living and true God, and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raifed from the dead, even Je- 
lus, who delivered us from the wrath to come.” Events 
leading to fuch an iffue, the Dire€tors humbly hope are now 
taking place. The miffion to the North-Weftern indians, 
which formerly they were not authorifed to view in any more 


favourable light than that of an eligible experiment, has now 
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afflumed the form of a regular Chriftian eftablifhment. Mr. 
Holmes is engaged as a permanent miffionary. His commif- 
fion, which leaves to his difcretion occafional vifits to remote 
tribes, as well as to his friends in this city, embraces the Se- 
necas and Tufcaroras as his peculiar and ftated charge, from 
which he is never to be abfent more than fix months in any 
one year. This fixed refidence is fuppofed to be the moft 
eff>Ctual of human means for cherifhing the prefent favourable 
cilpot ane of the Indians, and for counteracting the ftrata- 
“ms with which the adverfary may be expected to oppofe 
the gofoel, and to perfecute its minifters. Our Lord Jefus 
has forewarned them of fufpicions of their integrity, and plots 
acaintt their peace ; of conflict, too, “* with fpiritual wicked- 
ncfs,’? wherever they go to ‘ turn men from darknefs unto 
light.” The Direéters have not remained without this proof 
that they “are warring a good warfare.” ‘* Falfe prophets,” 
*< deceitful workers,” and “ filthy dreamers,” have already 
appeared among the Indians, “ contradi€ting and blafpheming 
che word of truth ; ;” and through their perfuafions fome have 
eiven heed unto fables, though, it is hoped, only for a feafon. 
By fecret artifice and open calumny, an Indian impoftor called 
the Prophet of the Allegheny, and probably at the inftigation 
of others, had excited fo formidable a refiftance to Mr. 
Holmes, that the fachems and chiefs referred the queftion to 
the warriors whether he fhould preach or not, and the warri- 
ors agreed to refer it to the prophet. Had not the Lord in- 
te rpoted for his name’s fake, there had doubtlefs been an end 
of the miffion. For although this manoeuvre was chiefly 
confined to the Senecas, yet, had they been alienated, the blow 
would have been fatal, as their influenee is powerful among 
the other tribes. But iw this critical fituation, the Lord ftood 
by his fervant, and “ gave him utterance to open his mouth 
boldly to make known the myftery of the gofpel.”” In full 
council, the prophet and his adherents being prefent, Mr. 
Holmes delivered his mefiage with diftinguifhed fervour and 
fidelity, fetting before them on the one hand, the rich mercies 
of God in Chrift Jefus 5 and, on the other, ‘the fearful judg- 
ments they fhould incur by their unbelief. This intrepidity 
{-ems to have produced a happy effe&t. The progrefs of de- 
lufion isarrefted : the prophet is lofing his credit : Mr. Holmes 
enjoys tranquility in the exercife of his fun€tions: the natives 
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have renewed their aflurances of regard for his perfon and 
doctrine ; and the miffion is more firmly eftablifhed than be- 
fore. ‘T’o this ftate of things a ftrife between their prophet, 
and a woman whom they call a prophetefs, has contributed its 
Yhare. She pretended to have been caught up into the third 
heavens, but the prophet refufed to acknowledge her, and the 
conteit has put them both to fhame. Red Facket, a feafible 
and eloquent chief in the Seneca nation, was involved in diffi- 
culty by preferring the gofpel to the notions of the prophet 
and dreamers ; but has weathered the ftorm, though he perfe- 
vere in his refolution; obferving, that the inftructions of the 
dreamers lead toconfufion, and thofe of the gofpel to peace and 
ood will. 

The Dire&tors have not Jearnt with certainty that a fchool 
has been fet up among the Senecas, nor have they underftood 
that the two {chool-houfes, one for the Senecas, and another 
for the T’ufcaroras, for which the Legiflature of this ftate ap- 
propriated 1500 dollars, have been erected. 

The Tufcaroras, who have at no time fwerved from their 
profeffedmattachment to the miffion, evince, more than ever, 
their folicitude for religious and civil cultivation. They have 
refolved to relinquifh the ufe of fpiritous liquors, and other 
vicious habits: they obferve the Sabbath, and attend upen 
the ordinances of public worfhip with much decency and fo- 
Jemnity. They make rapid proficiency in pfalmody. Many 
of them are deeply affected with the doctrine of the crofs. 
Their chiefs and feveral others have cordially agreed to meet 
with Mr. Holmes every Saturday afternoon, and propound 
queftions to him on religious fubjeéts only. The fchool 
formerly opened among them profpers, and a number of their 
youth attend to good purpofe. They have alfo fent a talk to 
oe Dire€tors, intreating the continuance of the gofpel among 
them. 

“ His faithful Cufack,” as Mr. Holmes ftyles him, is ftill 
connected with the miffion. The Dire&tors have requefted 
him to remove with his family to the Tufearoras, that he may 
— over the interefts ef the miffion in Mr. Holmes’s ab- 
ence. 

John Wauchtauchgnaut is likewife retained as teacher and 
interpreter; and David Fowler, a peace-maker among the 
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Brotherton Indians, is taken into the fervice of the Society, as 
an affi‘tant interpeter to Mr. Himes, among both the Weft 
Indians, at the rate of 1§ dollars a month, befides travelling 
expenfes. “Che fame allowance is made to Cufack; or in the 
alternative of his fettling among the Tufcaroras, a falary of 
180 dollars per annum. 

Mr. Holmes having become a permanent miflionary, it was 
thoueht advifcable to commute his travelling and other ccn- 
tingent expenfes for a fpecific fum, which has been fixed at 
125 dollars per annum; and which, added to his previous fal- 
ary, makes his annual compenfation 500 dollars. 

The young Seneca chief, John Johnfton, has been placed 
under the care, aid is lodged in the family of the Rev. Amzi 
Armitrong, at Mendiam in New-Jerfey. Here, after {pecial 
attention to his religious educations he is taught reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geometry and furveying ; with directions 
to proceed, as foon as may be proper, to agriculture, geogra~- 
phy and hiftory, particularly the hiftory of this country. The 
sccounts which the Dire&tors have had of him do not dimin- 
ith their hopes of his future ufefulnefs to his nati@n. The 
ex enfe of his boarding and tuition is at the rate of 66 dollars 
annually. 

The meek and laborious Paul Cuffee continues to perforra 
his miffionary duties towards his fellow Indians, in a manner 
iatisfactory to the Dire€tors. His falary is 80 dollars per an- 
num, | 

The pleafure of the Dire€tors would be much enhanced, 
could they prefent ta the Society an equally agreeable piCture 
of their miffion to the Chickafaws. Their laft report ftated, 
that, in confequence of fome difagreement with the Indians, 
‘Mir. Rice had been compelled to leave their territory, and had 
gone, with his family, to Nafhville, in the ftate of Tenncflee. 
Since that time, their accounts have been fo irregular, imper- 
fect and vague, that they are really in the dark as to the true 
‘tate of the miffion. They cannot, however, conceal their ap- 
prchenfions, that matters are by no means ina favourable 
trai. Whether the caufes which have darkened the profpedcts 
¢ this their firft undertaking, are within their countroul, and 

be remedied by their interference, it is impoffible for 
‘hem to conjeéture, without more accurate information. In 
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but till it fhall arrive, they can communicate nothing of im™ 
portance on the fubje@, nor form any opinion with refpect to 
the meafures which may be ultimately expedient. 

While the Dire€tors are not inferifible to the impediments 
which holy Providence throws into thsir way, they jock with 
exultation upon the new avenues which it has opened for the 
diffufion of the gofpel. Authentic difpatches from the Lon- 
don Miffionary Society relate an aftonifhing concurrence of 
circumftances for the furtherance of the gofpel on the conti- 
nent of t.urope. The New Teftament, with an eflay on its 
divine infpiration, the Affembly’s Shorter Catechifm, and fe- 
veral other evangelical treatifes, are fpeedily to be circulated 
through France and Italy, in the languages of thefe countries 
refpeétively. Two members of the Legiflative Bady at Paris, 
and an Italian dignitary who has fuffered the “ {poiling of his 
goods”’ and the imprifonment of his perfon, for his teftimony 
againft the corruptions of the Papal See, have eagerly adopted 
the idea, and fet themfelves for its executicn. ‘Ihe public 
voice feconds it, and God has inclined the French government, 
if not to befriend, at leaft not to oppofe it. ‘This may perhaps 
be the dawn of that “ day of power,” in which infidel France, 
and heg,no lefs infidel neighbours, fha!l be numbered among 
the “ willing” converts to “ pure and undchled religion.” 

When the Direétors contemplate thefe things; when they 
confider the terms of the Chriftian fervice, and the vic:ffitudes 
through which the Saviour always conduéts his Church to her 
deftined eminence ; when they remember that their own efforts 
are but a fmall part of one mighty fyftem of attack upon the 
common foe ;—they are conftrained to fee in their partial 
difappointments only thofe trials of faith and zeal from which 
they had no right to look for an exemption, and thofe adnio- 
nitions of divine fovereignty and of human weaknefs, which are 
calculated to “ hide pride from man,” and to draw Chriftians 
into clofer wreftlings at the throne of grace, into a more per- 
fect renunciation of themfelves, and a more abfolute reliance 
upon that “ excellency of the power which is of God.” It 
would be a ftrange mifinterpreting of Providence, and a fad 
*‘ example of unbelief,’* were our hearts to be calt down, or 
our hands enfeebled by occurrences of which one revealed de- 
fign is, to prove whether our attempts and expectations are 
founded more on human probabilities and profperous begin- 
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nings, than on the commandment of God, on the ftability of 
his covenant, and the truth of his promife. Nothing has yet 
happened to convince the Directors that they ought not to 
profecute, with renewed vigour, their evangelical enterprize 
among the Southern Indians. Thofe laurels are the faireft 
which have been won through the hardeft warfare ; thofe re- 
wards are the richeft which repay toil and ftruggle ; and that 
faith will bring moft glory to God, and moft confolation to. 
his chureh, which purfues and reaches its object through dif 
couragement and repulfe. 

That nothing might be omitted to augment their pecuniary 
means, the Directors have been attentive, among ether things, 
to the erection of miffionary departments. The benefit of thefe, 


- though gradual, will probably be fure. They have alfo applied 


to their brethren of the Miffionary Society in New- Jerfev, 
and have received from them, as well as from other friends to 
miffions, both congregations and individuals, feafonable and 
important aid. 

A fchedule of their difburfements and receipts, which ac- 
companies this report, will fhew that the aid of public bene- 
volence is indifpenfable to their progrefs. Many who were 
dubious at firft, and feared that miffions to the heathén are an 
unpromifing experiment, will fee encugh accomplifhed to 
jultify the expectation of more; and cannot deny, that the 
condition on which their liberality was fufpended, “* Let fome- 
thing be done,” is now fulfilled. 

With refpeétful confidence the Dire€tors a/k for the fupport 
of Chriftians. The temporal refources of the * houfehold of 
faith” are equal to the work of evangelizing the world. With 
the trifling funds of the New-York Mifficnary Society, the 
banner of the Son of God has been unfurled, and waves over 
the once undifturbed ftrong holds of Satan. A little more, 
and irruptions will be made into his fecurer poffeffions, not 
perhaps to be refifted, till the light of the glorious gofpel cf 
Chrift thall beam on the waters of the Pacific Ocean, and his 
blefizd name refound from her fhores. It muft not even be 
ranked with impoffibilities, that the defcendants of thofe who 
brought the darknefs of Afiatic fuperftition into the wcods of 
America, may carry Weftward into Afia the light of life and 
immorality. Through more difaftrous providences than have 
befallen us, have owr “Baptitt brethren in the Eaft-Indies held: 
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on their courfe among the befotted Hindoos. ‘Through great- 
er difafters than either our own or theirs, has the apoftolic 
Vanderkemp preached Chrift crucified to the abject Hotten- 
tots. But over both Hindoftan fottifhnefs, and Hottentot 
abjectnefs, the gofpel of the kingdom celebrates its victories. 
The peaceful vifion remains in the groves of Otaheite, and 
the “ plant of renown’ flourifhes in the foil of Aftracan. 
Surely Chriftians will not confent that no voice from the A- 
merican Pagan fhall mingle with thofe of the European, the 
Afiatic, and the African convert; nor contribute by their 
worldlinefs or negligence, to mar the fong of four worlds to 
the God of their {alvation. 
By order of the Direétors, 


JOHN M, MASON, Secretary. 
New-York, April 4th, 1803, 








[ From the Conne@icut Evangelieal Magazine. | 


AN EXPOSITION 
Of 1 CORINTHIANS, xv. ig. 


« i in this life only we have hope in Chrift, we are of all 

men moft miferable.”” The meaning of the apoftle, in 
this paflage, is eafily underftood ;, but the truth of his affer- 
tion does not fo readily appear. Doubtlefs his meaning is this: 
If the body dies, no more to live, and if the foul feparate from 
the body ceafes to exift ; then we can hope for no benefit from 
Chrift, but in the prefent life: and if fo, we, his followers, are 
of all men in the world the moft miferable. There are none 
fo wretched ; fo much to be pitied. Ailowing this to be the 
fenfe of the apoftie, how does the truth of his declaration ap- 
pear? It has been generally anfwered to this enquiry, ** Chrif- 
tianity found fo many, and fuch violent oppofers, amongft all 
claffes of people, efpecially in the days of the apoftle, that thofe 
who embraced it hazarded their honour, their property, the 
comforts of life, and even life itfelf. “Fhey had the trial of 
cruel mockings and fcourgings, of bonds and imprifonment. 
They were ftoned and flain with the fword ; were deftitute, 
aifficted and tormented. Thefe great facrifices they muft make 
and thefe great evils endure, in order to be Chriftians in pro- 
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feffion and praétice. The world have not to facrifice thefe 
enjoyments, nor to fubject themfelves to thefe evils. And if 
Chriftians have no good to expeét from Chriit hereafter as a 
compenfation for their lofs here, if death be an eternal fleep, 
they are of all men the moft miferable.”” It is true that the 
apoftles and primitive Chriftians fuffered great evils on ac- 
count of their religion. It is alfo true, that if there be no 
fucure ftate of exiltence, Chriftians cannot derive benefit from 
Chrift beyond this life. But then, are good men, even the 
apoftles and primitive Chriftians in the midft of their hard- 
fhips, more miferable than the wicked ? Does religion when 
moft unpopular make us more wretched on earth, ali things 
contidered? Have we nos a full compenfation in the comforts 
of religion for all the facrifices we make in becoming and a&- 
ing like good men? If we have, then the right meaning of 
the text has not been given. And that we have, is capable 
of full proof. I may appeal to the teftimony of good men, 
We often hear them fav, that they have far greater enjoyment 
and more folid fatisfaétion in the duties and doétrines of reli. 
gion, than they could derive from any thing in this world. 
And haft not thou, my Chriftian reader, had that comfort and 
pleafure in the AO ip of divine things which furpafled 
all wordly enjoyments ? Haft thou not had peace and refrefh- 
ment of foul, which nothing elfe could yield but religion? 
Not what arate from hopes of future happinefs, but from 
what was then feen and felt ? That the gocd man is happier 
than the wicked, is capable of feripture proof, We hear the 
Pfalmift, the wife man ‘and the apoftle uniting their teftimony 
In fuppor cof this truth. Great peace have they that love thy 
law, and noching fall. ff. nd them—The ways of wifdom are 
ways of pleafantnefs— The peace of God paffeth all under- 
fianding—-There is great joy in believing, Our Saviour 
faith to his difciples, Verily J fay unto you, there is no man 
that hath left houf, or brethren, or fifters, or father, or mo- 
ther, or wife, or childcen, or lands, for my fake and the gofpel’s, 
but he fhall seceive an hundred fold, now iu this time, houfes, 
and brethren, and fifters, and mothers, and children, and lands, 
with perfecutions. That is, his happinef< fhall be an hundred 
tim-s greater in this life, with all his fufferings, than if he ftilk 

poff-fled thefe fources of enjoyment free from perfecution, and 
remained a finuer. Since the comforts of religion make 











Remarks en 1 Corinth. Xv. 19. 237 


amends for ail wordly facrifices, and the good, though poor, 
defpifed, .affli@ted and perfecuted man ‘is happier than the 
wicked, though he be rich, wife and great; I fay, finee this is 
the cafe, it-appears that we have not put the right conftruc- 
tion upon the text. I fhall, therefore, venture to give a dif- 
ferent meaning. : 
In order for this, we will confider the feelings of the goad 
man towards God, Chrift:and the holy fociety of heaven. 
The Chriftian loves'God. He derives pleafure from the 
contemplation of his adorable and lovely perfections. The 
words of the Pfaimift he can make his own: Whom have [ 
in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth I defire be- 
fides thee. All God’s attributes appear to bim harmonious, 
and fuch is their glory as to ravifh his ‘foul. “Uhefe attributes 
as exhibited in the divine law, afford him matter of delightful 
meditation. O, how love I thy law! Great fatisfa@tion ac- 
crues to the faint from contemplating the government of Gee, 
in which all ‘his perfeCtions are employed. ‘The f-n ef Ged 
largely fhares in the affeCtion of the Chriftian. His charaQer 
comprizes all that is morally excellent, being the brightnefs of 
the Father’s glery and the exprefs image of his perfon. He 
is confidered as the way, the truth and the life. ‘The believer 
can fay of him, Whom having not feen, I iove; in whom, 
though now J fee him not, yet believing, I rejoice with joy 
unfpeakable, and full of glory. Chrift, in his perfon and of- 
fices, and in his relation to the believer, is accounted precious 
and altovether amiable. ‘Phe good man loves the fervice of 
his Maker. He afpires after no greater felicity than to enjoy, 
ferve and glorify God without interruption and the hindrance 
of finful imperfe&tious. By fome foretaftes of heaven, he has 
learnt what fublime enjoyment and treafures of goed remain 
for the Chriftian. No objet can he fo highly prize as God, 
no employment can be fo pleafing as his fervice, no fociety fo 
agreeable as the fociety of heaven, and no fubjects fo delight- 
ful as divine fubje&ts. Al! thefe will continue forever, yielding 
him confummate and unfailing happinefs. Allowing thefe to 
be the feelings and views of the good man, which I prefume no 
one will quettion, what muft be the {tate of his mind were death 
to clofe his exiftence ? Imagine the faint, fully imprefied with 
the idea, that he fhould foon ceafe'to be, and yet having lively 
views of the glory of God’s’ chara@er, of the lovelinefs as 
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worth of Chrift, and the beauties of holinefs ; and how wretch. 
ed muft he be! Here is his treafure, fomething he prizes 
above every thing elfe, fomething on which he cannot place a 
value equal to its worth, which can make him completely and 
forever happy ; but he muft relinqutth all hopes of enjoying 
it. What thought more unwelcome ! Who can tell his Jofs? 
How could he endure the wounding refle&tion of being for- 
ever denied a participation of that fublime happinefs of which 
he has tafted ? Such reflections muft make him of all men 
moft miferable. He could not endure the thought of parting 
with God, of being feparated from his beloved Saviour, and 
never to think of their perfections—-never more to love, ferve 
and enjoy them. “ O wretched man that 1 am! if this be 
true—if I muft ceafe to think, ceafe to love, and ceafe to en- 
joy, by ceafing to exift! How can I be feparated from the 
object of my love—from the only fatisfying good in the uni- 
verfe ! Painful thought ! that I muft ceafe to be, and lofe fuch 
a treafure as God! The belief of this kills all my comforts, 
overwhelms my foul with grief, and renders me of alt men mast 
m1, erable. 

Sinners ! think not religion to be a gloomy and unprofitable 
thing. 

Seinta!! be thankful for that gofpel which has brought “ life 


and immortality to light.” 
SHAPHAN. 











FRIENDLY ADVICE 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 


OU have a foul, an immortal foul, a foul which muf 

fhortly live either with God in heaven, or with the de- 
vis in hell, Do you ever think of this? Do you /erioufy 
reflect upon it? For which ftate is your foul prepared? To 
which is it haftening ? The enquiry is important ; for what 
will it profit you to gain the whole world and lofe your foul? O 
delay not to think of eternity, till it be too late ! If you fhould 
be loft, can you endure everlafting burnings ? But you hope 
to be faved; take care then, that your hope be well founded. 
You truft perhaps to the mere mercy of God ; but remember 
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that God is juft and true, as well as merciful. God has made 
laws, every one of whick you and I have broken. Are you 
not bound to love God with all your heart? yet do you not 
Jove the world ? The world is ac enmity with God, and the 
apoftle John fays, that if any man love the world, the love of 


the Father is not in him, 1 John ii. 15. Are you not living 


as the generality of the world are living ? Then vou are in 
the broad road which leadeth to deftru€tion, Matth. vii. 12, 
14. Have you not profaned God’s holy name and Sabbaths ? 

Have you not indulged anger, envy, luft, and many evil tem- 
pers and affections? Has there been no deceit in your lips ? 

I will fuppofe that you never omit morning nor evening pray- 
er; but do you ever pray for mercy as fervently as a ftarving 
beggar afks for a piece of bread, or a condemned criminal for 
pardon? [ will fuppofe that ycu never omit to praife Ged 
twice every day for the bleffiings you receive from him; but 
do you ever return God thanks for fending his own Son to 
fuffer for the ungodly, as heartily as you would thank a man 
that had faved you from being drowned? That is fuch praife 
as you are bound to offer him. Your confcience muft plead 
guilty, and God’s word declares that fuch pecple cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. J 

21. Rev. iit. 16. Matth. xv. 8.—But perhaps you think that 
they only who live conflantly in thefe fins deferve eternal pun- 
ifhment ; there you are much miftaken: God’s holy law curfes 
us for one offence, Gal. iii. 10. Think then how many curfes 
muft hang over your unhappy and negleéted foul! If for one 
offence you are condemned for ever, what an account have 
you to give? what a dreadful fentence have you to expect! 

And now let me afk you if-you know bow to efcape this mi- 
fery? Suppofe you are forry for your fins 3 will that forrow 
procure your pardon ? Nc—would you forgive a man twenty 
pounds, becaufe he was forry that he owed it to you ? Neither 
will God forgive you merely on account of your forrow : 

Judas repented thus, but was not faved. Will ferrow for the 
paft, and amendment for your future life fave you? No— 

Would you forgive a man a large debt, becaufe he did not 
continue to increafe the debt? Neither will God. Whilft, 
therefore, you hope to tbe faved by any repentance, amend- 
ment or merit of your own, be affured you cannot poffibly be 


faved. God hath faid, “ The foul that finneth it fhal! die 3” 
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his juftice and his truth are both engaged to enforce this Jaw; 
fo that if God were to forgive you in the way in which you 
expect forgivenefs, he would neither be juft nor true. He 
however, out of his great mercy, has provided a way in which 
he can pardon finners without violating either his juftice or 
his truth. Do you know this way? Do you know how 
mercy and truth can meet together? Stop a while, lay down 
the paper for two or three minutes, and confider with your- 
felf whether you know how your foul is to be faved. ***#** 
HR ER AR RE RR ERE REE EEE EEE REECE IRE EE 
Have you lived fo many years obnoxious to eternal death ; in 
hourly danger of its execution, and are you ignorant of the 
only method by which you may efcape it? In what a deplora- 
ble candition is your poor foul ? O think if you die this day 
what muft be your ftate for ever! If you had died yefterday, 
where would your foul have been at this inftant? Would it 
have been in heaven ? How could you have been there, when, 
fo far from having embraced the way of falvation declared in the 
gofpel, you do not even know what itis? Well then, blefs 
God that he has {pared your life, and may he enable you to 
receive the following inftruétions. 

Do you afk what you muft do to be faved? To this mott 
important queftion I anfwer, “ Believe in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved.”? Read the account of the 
jailor, A&ts xvi. 25——35. Chrift after his refurreétion faid 
to his difciples, (Mark xvi. 16.) ‘* He that believeth fhall be 
faved, and he that believeth not fhail be damned.” 

But what is it to believe in him? It is to believe that fefus 
Chrift is God equal with the Father; that he took our nature 
upon him, in order to obey that law which we had broken, 
and bear that vengeance which our fins deferved: and that no 
man, however honeft, chafte, fober and charitable he may be, 
can be delivered from hell, or enjoy the happinefs of heaven, 
but only on account of Chrift’s obedience unto death, which 
is imputed to ail wno believe in him. 

Do not imagine that your own works will fave you; 
that you are to be faved partly by your own works and partly 
by the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, If you are ever faves, 
it muft be through the merits of CHRisT ALONE; for there 
is no other name under heaven, given among men, whereby 
we can be faved: and if God enable you to receive it a54 
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faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift Jefus 
came into the world to fave finners, you will truftin CHRIST 
ALONE for the forgivenefs of your fins; you will look up 
to Chrift for grace to tollow the example of his holy. life; in 
fhort, you will take Chrift as your Prophet to teach you, your 
Prieft to atone and intercede for you, and your King to rule 
over you and in you, and YOU MUST, YOU CANNOT BUT BB 
SAVED. 

I faid above that you cannot be faved by your repentance 
oramendment. Indeed repentance is not in your own power; 
it is the gift of God, 2 Tim. ii. 25. You may dread the con- 
fequences of your fins, and on this account be forry for them, 
and in a great degree torfake them, and yet be loft. This is 
the forrow of the world which worketh death, 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
Godly forrow for fin can only proceed from believing what 
Jefus Chrift has done and fuffered ; then will you look on him 
whom you have pierced by your iniquities, and mourn, Zech. 
xii. 10. then will you hate fin, and abhor yourfelf from a fenfe 
of your own vilenefs. Faith in Chrift alone can change your 
heart and fan@tifiy your nature, Adts xxvi. 18. If any man, 
fays an infpired apoftle, be in Chrift, (that is believes in him) 
he is a new creature, 2 Cor. v. 17. he is born again, John i. 
13. Have you been born again? If fo, you love thofe things 
which you before hated, and hate what you before loved. You 
have hitherto loved the world, felf and fin,now you love Ged, 
his word, commandments, houfe and ordinanges. You have 
hitherto negle&ted your foul; now you are ever looking up 
to heaven, for pardon, grace and glory. Unlefs all your aims, 
defizns and purfuits be changed, that is, “* except you be born 
again, you cannot fee the kingdom of God,” John iii. 3. 

You are not neceffarily born again in baptifm: baptifm is 
an outward work upon the body; the new birth is an inward 
work upon the foul. I befeech you, do not reft, but fearch 
the Scriptures daily, that you may obtain further infru@tion 
in the nature of this new birth. When you underftand the 
true ftate of every man who is born into the world, as fet 
forth,-Rom. iii. you will be better able to fee the nature and 
neceffity of the new birth, fpoken of in John iii. 

Attend to the Scriptures of truth, as the word of the living 
God who cannot lie; believe what they teftify concerning 
your loft fate by nature, and the charaéter of Jefus, as hav - 
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ing finifhed the work of falvation, and now exalted as a Prince 
and a Saviour to give repentance and remiffion of fins—able 
to fave to the uttermoft, all that come unto God by him: in 
believing you fhall afluredly experience a peace and joy which 
the world cannot give or take away.—May God blefs thefe 
words to the benefit of your foul ! 


‘Turn to the paflages of Scripture to which I have referred 
you. | 














[ From the Conne&icut Evangelical Magazine. | 


ADMONITIONS FROM THE DEATH-BED. 


A true record of the triumphs of religion, in the day of death, is calculat- 
ed to produce a happy influence on fociety, by recommending to gay and in: 
confiderate youth, m the moft feeling manner, a life of early prety. I am 
therefore induced to communicate the following imperfe&t fketches of the 
life and death of a young lady; being real faéts which happened a few years 


fince. 

OUISA, (for under this name I fhall defcribe the perfon 
| the circumftances of whofe death I am now to relate) 
Wes born of reputable parents, who lived in a country town 
in Conneéticut, and were profeflors of religion. As might be 
expected, in the enjoyment of fuch advantages, fhe was early 
inftructed in the doétrines and duties of religion. She was a 
very docile child, poffefling a lively and ingenious fancy, a 
quick differnment, 2nd aclear judgment. At twenty years 
of age, her figure was agreeable, her manners pleafing, having 
been improved at a boarding fchool in a diftant town ; and 
her profpeéts in life were fuch as the world call the moft fa- 
vourabie and happy. But, though from her education and 

ood manners fhe paid decent outward refpe& to religion, at 
this age, it did not appear that fhe had any real experience of 
its vital power and heavenly confolations. Drefs and fhow, 
and the amufements of youth feemed to banifh from her mind 
the plain duties, and more fubftantial joys of religion. She 
then feemed not to comprehend a Saviour’s ineffable love, nor 
confiderately to fcel a finner’s guilt and wretchednefs. Re- 
turning home one rainy night from a ball, fhe took a hard 
tol’, which brought on gradually a. confumption, of long du- 
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ration. Though this flattering difeafe, which fo often deceives 
thofe whom it afflits, often encouraged the hope of a reftora- 
tion to health ; yet, as affording Louifa retirement, her active 
mind was turned upon the great duties of religion, and the 
weighty confideration of changing worlds. She became ferious, 
prayerful, and defirous of Chriftian converfation. She read 
confiderably, gained a general knowledge of the great gofpel 
doctrines, and became awakened to a feeling fenfe of her de- 
plorable condition, as a guilty, miferable finner, who had 
greatly abufed her religious opportunities and privileges. Her 
conviction of fin was not accompanied with fo many legal 
terrors, as is fometimes the cafe with awakened finners in 
times of great religious revivals ; but it feemed to flow from 
an enlightened underftanding, and a full belief of the neceffity 
of regeneratiow for admiffion into the kingdom of beaven, 
She at length admitted the hope of having experienced this de- 
firable change. Her anxieties and diftrefles were removed ; 
and fhe appeared to be filled with a fweet tranquillity of mind, 
daily rejoicing in Chrift, and often {peaking with delight of 
the aftonifhing wonders of redeeming love. She obtained the 
religious diary of an eminent Chriftian, which fhe often read 
with pleafure, feeling her own experiences correfponding in 
many particulars. At this period fhe looked forward to an ap- 
proaching day of death with great tranquility of mind, and 
profeffed a readinefs to die at God’s will ; appearing to have 
the moft lively hopes of joining glorified faints and angels in 
heaven, in finging the fong of Mofes and the Lamb. The 
diftance of time prevents me from diftinétly recollecting ma- 
ny of her own words, which were fome of them peculiarly 
expreffive and interefting. She lamented that fhe had done 
fo little for God and the interefts of religion in the world,and 
that fhe had {pent the moft interefting and impreffible period 
of this life in walking in a vain fhow. She longed to redeem 
that precious time which had been inconfiderately wafted in 
the vanities of youth—but knowing this to be impoffible, her 
only refuge was in the all-fufficient righteoufnefs of the great 
Redeemer, whom fhe believed to have been wounded for our 
fins and bruifed for our iniquities, that with his ftripes the 
penitent believer might be healed.—During her ficknefs I 
frequently vifited her, and converfed freely with her upon the 
nature and duties of faving religion, and upon her own views 
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and hopes beyond the grave.—A few days before her death, fhe 
{ent for me, for the laft time, tocome and pray with and for her, 
as fhe expected daily todie. I found her greatly debilitated in 
body, (ber voice reduced toa kird of loud whifper) and threaten-. 
ed with every appearance of {peedy death; but her underftanding 
was found, and her mind completely tranqui].— Finding her 
elated sith {pirirual joys above the terrors of death, and “fully 
fenfible of its near approach, the converfation was chiefly turned 
upon the interefting nature of achange of worlds. [told her that 
death would clofe her probationary ftate forever ; that as fhe 
died, a finner or a Chriftian, fo fhe would arife and be found 
in the day of judgment, and fo fhe would remain to all eter- 
nity, She appeared to be fully fenfible of this, and in fub- 
fiance replied, that fhe hoped fhe had humbly and ferioufly 
confidered the matter. I then told her, that if fhe was de- 
ceived in her hope of being interefted in Chrift, in whom fhe 
now profefied to truft with fo much confidence,when fhe thould 
come to appear before the great fearcher of all hearts, her pro- 
foffions here would be in vain, and fhe muft fail of being an heir 
of falvation. She in fubftance replied, that fhe felt this to be a 
very folemn thought, and a moft weighty confideration, which 
had confiderably ‘tried her mind ; but, that fhe felt that full 
belief and (Jey in Chrift, which fhe could not think to be 2 
delufion. I told her, that death-was int its very nature terrible 
to man, as feparating the foul from the body, and clofing our 
eyes upon our friends, the world and all its enjoyments ; and 
afked her what impreffions the thoughts of it made upon her 
mind. She replied, “I have no defire to live any longer in 
this vain world. I fee nothing in it worth living for.—I am 
not afraid to die; nor am | afraid to be dead.—M ry friends I 
leave in the hands of a merciful. God.—I hope to fee them 
again in a better world.””"—She {poke thefe words in a moft 
fweet and tranquil manner, expreflive of the genuine feelings 
of her heart.—-'To fee and hear a perfon of ber age, natural 
talents and improvements in life, with the moft pleafing wordly 
prolpects be ine her, (feeling herfelf to be on the very brink 
of the grave) converfe in this humble, rational, refigned and 
tranquil manner, on death and the profpects of eternity, natu- 
rally i imprefled the mind cf the beholder with a deep fenfe of 
the propriety of Balaam’s with, “ Let me die the death of the 
rivhteous, and let my lait end be like his !” How great muft 








Admonitions from the Death- bed, 245 


be the power of religion, how lively its joys, and how ftrong 
its faith, to raife a naturally timid, feeble mortal, in this tri« 
umphant manner, above all the terrors of death !—-But the 
trying moment, which, like the refiner’s fire, tries all hearts, 
was not vet come.Perhaps, thought I, this bright, ftar, in the 
gofpel firmament, will yet go down inadark cloud. Let me 
wait and watch its laft appearances.—-A few days aftery Lou- 
ifa died. After fitting up fome time in an eafy rocking chair, 
fhe was led to her bed, ahd gently laid upon it, upon which, 
fhe immediately appeared to be dying. A friend ftanding by 
her, told her fhe was dying. Louifa turned her eyes upon the 
perfon, with a wifhful look, accompanied with a tranquil coun~ 
tenance and a gentle {mile of triumphant joy, and clafping her 
hands together, fpake with an audible voice,‘ O bleffed | 
Bleffed !” «Meaning by thefe words, as was fuppofed, to ex 
prefs the greatnefs of her joy in dying in the ftrong and pleaf-~ 
ing hope of entering immediately into glory, She then died, 
ina moment, without a ftruggle ora groan. 


6* Ah lovely appearance of death ! 
oe ee ee ea 
** How ealy the foul that has left 
** This wearifome body behind,” 


If ever the appearance of death was lovely, it was lovely im 
Louifa.—-O redeeming grace, how fuperior thy glory !-—Ne= 
ver did vain philofophy yield up the immortal fpirit to the 
Almighty Creator, with fuch compofure, dignity, and fweet 
refignation, joytully anticipating an immediate entrance into 
the paradife of God.—Louifa’s faith overéame the world. She 
knew in whom fhe had believed. She trufted in the covenant 
mercy of the living God, and in the all-fufficiency and glorious 
promifes of the great Redeemer. She was truly a pilgrim on 
earth, She fought an heavenly country, fearlefs of the ufual 
terrors, which are experienced in the valley of death. 
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A Tribute of Praife 






[From the ConneGicut Evangelical Magazine.] 





A TRIBUTE of PRAISE 
lo the HOLY SPIRIT. 


It is obfervable that in the works of the Deity there is a 

beautiful progreffion. They are continually advancing to 
a higher degree cf perfection, or to the completion of the idea 
of the divine mind, which comprehended all his works from 
the beginning. One event brings on another, that a third, and 
fo on in endlefs fucceffion, all verging to one grand point, all 
rifing higher and higner, bringing more clearly into view the 
glorious charaéter of the great Author. “The works of crea- 
tion were defigned as preparatory to the ftill greater works of 
providence, as the defign of building a houfe is that it may be 
inhabited. The works of providence contain a feries which 
no finite being can comprehend. By creatures they muft ne- 
ceflarily be viewed in parts more or lefs detached; yet they 
conftitute one great whole, like fo many links of a chain, in- 
feparably conneéted, or like the parts of a great building, all 
framed and compacted together with the moft perfect fymme- 
trv and firmnefs. It is the fame God, the fame infinitely per- 
fect and moft glorious Being, who is difplayed through the 
whole. 

As the work of creation was preparatory to the works of 
providence, of which redemption is the chief ; fo the work of 
redemption, as wrought out by the Son incarnate, was prepa- 
ratory to the work of renovation, or making aff things new by 
the Holy Spirit. As God created the world to be a theatre 
for the great work of redemption ; fo the Son of God affumed 
our nature, obeyed the law, fuffered and died, that there might 
_ forth a new and more beautiful creation by the Holy 

pirit. 

When the Perfons of the Trinity are diftinguithed in thei 
Operations, the great work of making effectual application 0 
the Redeemer’s purchafe, is manifeftly attributed to the Spirit 
It is God the Spirit who arrefts finful men in their ftupid an 
mad career down to eternal ruin, who convinces them of fin 
and after effeCtually humbling them, acquaints them with th 
things of Jefus, and leads them toembrace the Saviour. Thi 
by faith he conftitutes a vital and moft blefled union betwet 
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Lo the Holy Spirit. 249 
perifhing finnters and the Lord of Glory. As the Spirit re» 
generates, or begins the work of fanétification, fo he effeGiu- 
ally carries :t on under all circumftances through life, and at 
_ prepares the happy fubject for glory complete and in- 
effable. 

It is the glorious character of the fame God; which fhines 
in creation, redemption and fanétification—But in redemption 
and fanétification with the greateft poffible brightnefs. Hence 
we read of the riches of the glory o: his inheritance in the 
faints. ‘This aftonifhing work of grace on the hearts of thofe 
who were chofen by the Father in Chrift Jefus and fore-or- 
dained unto eternal life before the world began, which is daily 
carrying into effeét by the Holy Spirit; is the crowning point, 
or grand iffue of all the operations of the Deity of which we 
have any knowledge. And when it fhall ftand forth in all the 
perfection of Jehovah, we may reft aflured its glory and beau- 
ty will far furpafs all which the eye of tan hath feen or his 
heart conceived, In order to this; every chofen vefle] muft 
be gathered in and rendered perfect, both foul and body, in 
the glorious likenefs of the Saviour. All the members muft 
be perfectly conformable to the head, muft be brought into 
the moft intimate union and be filled with all the fulnefs of 
God, as his fpiritual, living and moft glorious temple, in which 
he will delight to dwell for ever and ever. 

Since, then, the operations of the Holy Spirit on the hearts 
of finners are fo glorious to the Deity and happifying to man, 
they are worthy to be recorded and had in ever!afting remem- 
brance. Is there joy in heaven over one finner that repent- 
eth? Is the event viewed as of fufficient importance to be 
publifhed through the heavenly world; and doth it caufe the 
holy angels and faints in glory to rejoice; and fhall it be over. 
looked by the church militant ? Verily fo important is every 
inftance of faving converfion, that it is worthy to be pro- 
claimed through heaven and earth, and to be celebrated thro’ 
everlafting ages. 

In this view, authentic narratives of the revival of religion, 
or of the wonderful operations of the Holy Spirit, in one place 
and another, are to be perufed and contemplated with pleafure. 
They are to be viewed as a tribute of praife to God, and when 
thus offered up by thofe we love his appearing, they muff 
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24.6 A Tribute of Praife 


[From the Conne@icut Evangelical Magazxine.] 





A TRIBUTE of PRAISE 
lo the HOLY SPIRIT. 


[i is obfervable that in the works of the Deity there is a 

beautiful progreffion. They are continually advancing to 
a higher degree cf perfection, or to the completion of the idea 
of the divine mind, which comprehended all his works from 
the beginning. One event brings on another, that a third, and 
fo on in endlefs fucceffion, all verging to one grand point, all 
rifing higher and higher, bringing more clearly into view the 
glorious character of the great Author. ‘The works of crea- 
tion were defigned as preparatory to the ftill greater works of 
providence, as the defign of building a houfe is that it may be 
inhabited. The works of providence contain a feries which 
no finite being can comprehend. By creatures they muft ne- 
ceflarily be viewed in parts more or lefs detached ; yet they 
conftitute one great whole, like fo many links of a chain, in- 
feparably conneéted, or like the parts of a great building, all 
framed and compacted together with the moft perfect fymme- 
trv and firmnefs. It is the fame God, the fame infinitely per- 
fect and moft glorious Being, who is difplayed through the 
whole. 

As the work of creation was preparatory to the works of 
providence, of which redemption is the chief ; fo the work of 
redemption, as wrought out by the Son incarnate, was prepa- 
ratory to the work of renovation, or making aff things new by 
the Holy Spirit. As God created the world to be a theatre 
for the great work of redemption ; fo the Son of God affumed 
our nature, obeyed the law, fuffered and died, that there might 
= forth a new and more beautiful creation by the Holy 

pirit. 

When the Perfons of the Trinity are diftinguifhed in their 
operations, the great work of making effe@tual application of 
the Redeemer’s purchafe, is manifeftly attributed to the Spirit. 
It is God the Spirit who arrefts finful men in their ftupid and 
mad career down to eternal ruin, who convinces them of fin, 
and after effeftually humbling them, acquaints them with the 
things of Jefus, and leads them to embrace the Saviour. Thus 
by faith he conftitutes a vital and moft blefled union between 
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perifhing finnters and the Lord of Glory. As the Spirit re» 
generates, or begins the work of fanétification, fo he effe€tu- 
ally carries :t on under all circumftances through life, and at 
— prepares the happy fubject for glory complete and in- 
effable. 

It is the glorious character of the fame God; which fhines 
in creation, redemption and fanétification—But in redemption 
and fanétification with the greateft poflible brightnefs. Hence 
we read of the riches of the glory co: his inheritance in the 
faints. This aftonifhing work of grace on the hearts of thofe 
who were chofen by the Father in Chrift Jefus and fore-or- 
dained unto eternal life before the world began, which is daily 
carrying into effeét by the Holy Spirit; is the crowning point, 
or grand iffue of all the operations of the Deity of which we 
have any knowledge. And when it fhall ftand forth in all the 
perfection of Jehovah, we may reft aflured its glory and beau- 
ty will far furpafs all which the eye of fhan hath feen or his 
heart conceived. In order to this; every chofen vefle] muft 
be gathered in and rendered perfect, both foul and body, in 
the glorious likenefs of the Saviour. All the members muft 
be perfectly conformable to the head, muft be brought into 
the moft int:mate union and be filled with all the fulnefs of 
God, as his fpiritual, living and moft glorious temple, in which 
he will delight to dwell for ever and ever. — 

Since, then, the operations of the Holy Spirit on the hearts 
of finners are fo glorious to the Deity and happifying to mar, 
they are worthy to be recorded and had tn ever!afting remem- 
brance. Is there joy in heaven over one finner that repent 
eth? Is the event viewed as of fufficient importance to be 
publifhed through the heavenly world, and doth it caufe the 
holy angels and faints in glory to rejoice; and fhall it be over- 
looked by the church militant ? Verily fo important is every 
inftance of faving converfion, that it is worthy to be pro- 
claimed through heaven and earth, and to be celebrated thro’ 
everlafting ages. / 

In this view, authentic narratives of the revival of religion, 
or of the wonderful operations of the Holy Spirit, in one place 
and another, are to be perufed and contemplated with pleafure. 
They are to be viewed as a tribute of praife to God, and when 
thus offered up by thofe who love his appearing, they muft 
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afcend as {weet incenfe before his throne. They are the echo 
of his effectual call, and refle@ back to himfelf the glory of 
his grace, which he is pouring into the veflels of his mercy. 

They exhibit to the world the m«ft inconteftible evidence 
of the reality, excellence and importance of religion, As they 
are moft powertully calculated to awaken, convince and con- 
vert perifhing finuers, fo perhaps no means are more frequent- 
ly bleffed to this end. 

They are eminently calculated to edify, quicken, comfort and 
fupport the Lord’s people. As their hearts are bound up in the 
profperity of Zion, fo no news can be to them fo refrefhing. In 
this way they become extenfively acquainted with what God is 
doing in the earth, Their hearts rejoice, and they give glory to 
God. By intelligence of this kind, exhibited of late in Rippon’s 
Baptiit Regifter, in the London, M iffiorfary, and Conneéticut 
Evangelical Magazines, how is the revenue of Divine gloryin- 
creafed ! how many thoufands of Chriftians are made acquaint- 
ed with the moft gracious and wonderful works of the Spirit, 
and with thofe dear brethren and fifters whofe faces they ne- 
ver fawin the flefh! What a foundation is thus laid for thofe 
delightful perfonal interviews among the redeemed, recegniz- 
ing each other, and _recapitulating their particular hiftories, 
or the dealings of Divine mercy in bringing them feverally 
home to glory; which may probably i eal no {mall portion 
of the firft ages of a bleffed immortality ! 

The writer is aware of an objection which may be raifed to 
an encouragement of publications of this kind, viz. There is 
fuch danger of impofition, and fo many fpecious appearances 
prove abortive, that it is more prudest to leave all thefe mat- 
ters in an undigefted mafs, and wait the decifion of the great 
day. In anfwer to this objection, it is to be obferved, that 
though no man can pretend with infallible certainty to deter- 
mine the heart of another ; yet thefe aftonifhing changes are 
manifeftly wrought by the power of divine grace, which fatisfy 
the mind of every believer, and hardly admit of a doubt.— 
Now, fhould we forbear to notice fuch inftances becaufe pof- 
fibly we may be deceived in fome, we fhould negle& te ac- 
knowledge the finger of God when moft confpicuous, and 
undoubtedly grieve the Holy Spirit. For if God the Spirit 
be indeed operating upon the hearts of fome of the children 
ef men in the manner fuppoled in this eflay, it manifeftly calls 
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for the moft grateful acknowledgments, and the fublimeft 
praife of heaven andearth, Should thefe hold their peace, the 
ftones would immediately cry out. Undoubtedly he defigns 
to make his own efficiency fo con{picuous in thefe operations, 
that thofe who do not acknowledge him muft be fealed up 
under the condemning fentence of unbelief. Undoubtedly 
there are genuine marks by which a true work of the Spirit 
of God in the revival of religion in any place may be knowny 
a denial of which would be very prejudicial to the caufe. It 
would be yielding a point highly gratifying, no doubt, to im- 
fidels. But fo long as there are any remains of the precious 
faith of God’s eleét on the earth, this point wil! never be 
conceded. It is ever to be remembered the prefent is a ftate 
of great imperfetion. “The wheat, it muft be confeffed, is 
little in bulk to the chaff; but bleffed be God, there are fome 
kernels, and for thefe we never can be fufficiently thankful. 
In the exercifes of the foundeft converts, or the beft faints on 
earth, there is amixture. There will be falfe and impure af- 
fections mingled with thofe which are genuine ; but fhall we 
on this account throw away the whole? God forbid. Where- 
fore, let God be praifed for all his wonderful works ; but 
above all, for the gracious operations of his Holy Spirit. 


PHILO. 








[ From the Conneficut Evangelical Magazine.] 


THIS LIFE a PILGRIMAGE and CONFLICT. 


HERE is no permanent reft to individuals in this life, 

Men are {wiftly paffing through all its ftages, from in-~ 

fancy to old age. Each ftage has its burdens and trials. The 
infant cries—che fchoo!-boy has his troubles—youth its vex~- 
atiens— niddle age its cares, and the aged have their infirmi- 
ties. Difappointments, dangers and evils fuccced each other, 
Men are always conftrained to be on their guard, and to exert 
themfelves to accomplifh one objeét or another, and to fur- 
mount or endure this difficulty and trial, orthat. “They have 
No opportunity to fit down in quiet, unemploy:d and uncon~ 
cerned, Every day brings its evils. Sicknefs, wounds, ente 
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ries, iniprudencies, contentions, poverty, or other troubles, 
kecp us in perpetual agitation. "This | is ftrikingly illuftrated 
in the book of Ecclefiaftes. It is very much the fubject of the 
whole book : and the affairs of this world are pronounced va- 
nity and vexation of {pirit. : 

There is no reft in the political concerns of nations, any 
more than in the private walks of individuals. Men whoare 
called to attend to thefe things, always fee fomething impor- 
tant on the eve, which alarms their apprehenfions and demands 
their moft vigorous exertions. ‘They have one evil againft 
which they muft now guard, and that is fcarce fuffered or fur- 
mounted before another is prefented to their view. At one 
time war, at another a revolution; in one inftance intrigues, 
in the next infurrections and difafters keep the public mind in 
perpetual commotion. Now a real alarm is founded, and then 
one that is falfe. One thing muft now be done, and then another ; 
and public characters are conftrained to be always on their 
guard, and exert all their a€tivity, invention and abilities, or 
ferious calamities will involve the nation in diftrefs. So things 
have gone on with all nations who are the fubjects of hiftory, 
and fo they will doubtlefs go on in future. There will never 
be a time in which the officers of a nation may fit at their 
eafe, and fay, We may now lay afide fear and exertion, all is 
well, and like to be well without our further anxiety and care, 

Again: There is no reft to the church of Chrift in this 
world. Satan is continually plotting its deftru¢tion and giv- 
ing it difturbance, He is artful and malicious, and has nu- 
merous agents, who are willir.s to be employed at his plea- 
fure. Now ta is introducing one error, and then another, 
At one time he attacks it with herefies, at another with open 
or covered infidelity. Sometimes he introduces difcords 
and feparations, at others ignorance and enthufiafm, or.cold, 
unfeeling opinion which does not affect the heart. External 
difficultics have fometimes oppreffed the church, and fometimes 
it has lahoured with internal embarraflments, The church 
has frequently appeared to have its very ex: ftence endangered, 
fometimes from one caufe, and then from another. On thefe 
accounts, the minifters of Chriit, and all the members of his 
church, have been conftrained by abfolute necefiity to be vigi- 
Jant, prayerful and active, continually exhibiting the evidence, 
importance and excellency of the truth, and the falgchood and 











Viciffitudes of Human Life. 251 


pernicious tendency of error in innumerable fhapes, anfwering 
objections, repeliing attacks, and combating enemies and falle 
pretenfions. “Ihe wa:chmen are neceflitated to ftand conti- 
nually on the watch-tower, and all the foldiers of Chrift to lie 
upon their arms. How many different attacks have been 
made upon the church in the prefent generation ? Univerfal- 
ifm, deifm, unbounded catholicifm, atheifm, attempts to divide 
it into parties and denominations who hold no communion or 
vilible charity with each cther, endeavours to relax difcipline— 
to introduce carnal men—to excite differences and oppofition 
refpecting the ordinances of the gofpel—to fink it into con- 
tempt, and to deftroy it in one way or other, have been all em- 
ployed for its ruin. Ai‘d Minifters and Chriftians are called 
upon to exert themfelves to counteraét all thefe devices—de- 
fend the truth—inculcate the doctrines of the gofpel, and unite 
to promote harmony, difcipline and vital piety, the f{pread of 
go{pel truths, and the awakening and falvation of fouls. Care 
and warfare are always to be employed; there is no feafon in 
which we may put off the harnefs. Unlooked for evils are 
daily coming ; one attack and perplexity is fucceeded by ano- 
ther. Vigilance and activity are always demanded. Hence Peter 
fays, “* Be fober, be vigilant, becaufe your adverfary the Devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about feeking whom he may devour, 
whom refilt, edfaft in the faith.”” If we look back into the 
hiftories of the church, we fhall find that it has always had to 
combat with much oppofition, and many have been called to 
contend even unto blood. The church has fuffered by perfe- 
cution, by falfe teachers, by corruption, by herefies, by ene- 
mics without, aud by falfe brethren who have crept in at un- 
awares to fpy out and fubvert its liberty. And this will be the 
cafe, until the angel fpoken of in the Revelations, fhall come 
down from heaven with a great chain in his hand, and lay hold 
on the dragon, that old ferpent, which is the Devil and Satan, 
and bind him a thoufand years.— This world is not a refting 
place for the church, which is in a militant ftate. There re- 
we a re{t for the people of God; but it is in the coming 
worid. ; 
Further: There is in this life no reft to individual Chrif- 
tians. They have fo many trials and temptations, and fuch a 
{warm of remaining corruptions, that they are obliged to watch 


4 


wx ae ae oe a ie 44 3 > - . 
RR a SREB gm 5 vane Ni alg aR meiginte nm = 
Pc we * Se cr = ii atic nS ia Me . sao a oar cee 
" : ‘§ be tw 7 hat : “4 Gath of - ‘ ae é tok x 2 oe Psa : 3 
* ee oe pe Sinem ie. : 































> 


+ . 


ae iad 
ae ee 

oe PPS nite 
seo we 


ee 


PR ee ee ee ee 
Sie 2c! Sar Lend Sawn Joss i Pe Sa tee 5 
Pt a = 
ee ee eo 4 : 
a RS ae = 
- < me +E 
a Semc ea 


_ 


‘wets 
— 





252 Victffitudes of Human Life. 


and pray without ceafing. Some infidious enemy lies conceal- 
ed at every turn, and there are many that are openly fet againft 
them. They are aflailed by ridicule and infinuating en- 
ticements, perplexed with the fophiftry of fuch as lie in wait 
to deceive, are always encumbered with a body of death, and 
a law in the members, warring againft the Jaw of the mind, 
Now warldly troubles and perplexing cares fteal upon them, 
and now they are injured by outward profperity, At one 
time they have little of the light of God’s countenance and 
fink almoft into a ftate of defpondency, and then they are in 
danger from fpiritual pride, and an over confidence in them- 
felves. A ftrange unfeelingnefs palfies their hearts and pre- 
vents their fruitfulnefs at this time, ond a falfe zeal annoys 
them at that. Peter was too confident one hour, and too 
timid the next, Their exertions one day are fuccefsful, -on 
the day following they feem to labour in vain and fpend their 
ftreng’h for nought. Smiles and chaftifements come upon 
them ina varied fucceffion, Thev are often furprifed cna 
fudden with unexpeed trials and temptations, which wound 
them before they are aware.—-All believers, who have any 
confiderable acquaintance with the Chriftian life, will bear me 
witnefs, that their paft experience correfponds with this repre- 
fentation. This is certainly the language of the holy fcrip- 
tures*. Chriftians muft expe& that fuch things will remain 
until they arrive to glory. ‘ We muft through much tribu- 
lation enter into the kingdom of God.’? ‘Thus there is no 
reft for men in this world, as individuals or communitie:— 
not even for the church and people of God. Therefore it is 
folly for men to flatter themfelves, that if they can furmount 
the exifting difficulties, they fhall have no further occafion for 
anxiety. It is as idle as for the infant to fay, if I can but ob- 
tain that ftraw or rattle, my forrows will be over and all will 
be paradife. It is not the defign of Providence, that we fhould 
in this life be free from the neceffity of care and exertion—- 
Nations will continue to be in critical circumftances. It is 
folly for the church inthe prefent age to expect the day when 
there will be no enemies, corruptions, herefies, divifions and 
difficulties, Offences muft needs come, that the true difci- 
ples may be tried and ftand approved; but woe unto him by 
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whom the offence cometh. Individual Chriftians, in this mi- 
litant ftate, have no reafon to promife themfelves much quiet 
repofe. They may receive an hundred fold in this life; but 
Chrift fays it will be with perfecutions. “They may rejoice ; 
but it muft be in tribulation. They may have great peace 
with Grod; but it will be with much running, wreftling, 
ftriving and fighting. When one difficulty is patled, perhaps 
a much worfe will fucceed. Raifed expectations of tranquil- 
ity will only multiply difappointments. But Chriftians are 
not to faint or be difcouraged on this account. “here remains 
a reft, and an heavenly inheritance for them, when they will 
reft from their labours, and their works wi!l tollowthem. It 
is our bufinefs, our proper calling to conflict with evil in this 
life. “ Defpife not the chaftening of the Lord, neither faint 
when thou art rebuked of him.’”? ‘In due feafon we fhall 
reap if we faint not.”? Chrift has promifed that “ the gates of 
hel! fhall not prevail againft his church.”” He will raife them 
up faithful minifters, and give his people that firmnefs, vigi- 
lance, aétivity, faith and prayer, by which they fhall come off 
conquerors, through him that hath loved them. Thefe Jabours 
are the things which fhall work out for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory. “ Fear not, little flock, it 
is your Father’s good pleafure to give you the kingdom.” 
How fuitable it is, that we fhould account ourfelves ftran- 


gers and pilgrims or earth. What folly to fuffer our hearts — 


to be fixed upon any thing here. We fhould fet our affections 
upon things that are above, and feek a city which hath foun- 
dations. How miferable to be intoxicated with any thing 
on earth.—How fweet will heaven be to the people of God, 
after being weather-beaten, and toft by the ftorms of this 
world through life.” How {weet for foldiers to obtain the vic- 
tory, and be permitted to lay afide the watchings, fatigues and 
dangers of an hard campaign. How del'ghtful to hear our 
Lord fay, * Well done, good and faithful fervant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” Then the labours of this life will 
be richly compenfated. But how wretched muft they be, 
who never enter into reft. ‘“ There is noreft to the wicked, 
faith my God.” It will be quite infupportable to contemplate 
an hopelefs eternity, of extreme wretchednefs, in endlets prof. 
pect. Let us then lay hold on the hope taat is fet before us, 
and fight the good fight of faith, MIKROS, 
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Revival of Religion in Granvil’e. 


[ From the ConneGicut Evangelical Magazine. | 


AN ACCOUNT 
Of a Work of Divine Grace, in a Revival of Religion in the 
Last Society of G anvil’, ( Mafs.) in the years 1798 and 
17949 5 communicated to the Editors by the Rev. Timothy 
M. Cooley. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Thofe pipes in your ufeful Magazine, which contain a narrative of the 
fate revival of religion in this country, are read with peculiar fatisfactione 
They give joy to the people of God, I beg leave to fubmit to your examina- 
tion, the folowing account of the dilplays of fovereign, all-conquering grace, 
— the people of my charge, which you are at liberty to pubiifh if you 
pleafe. 


ITHIN half a century paft, there have been three 

feafons of uncommon attention to religion in this 

place; and at other times individuals have been awakened and 

hopefully renewed. This people have enjoyed a more than 

common fhare of the effufions of the Spirit, and have been 

much difpofed to converfe upon experimental religion. The 

neceffity of the new birth has been taught by parents to their 

children, and very few, if any, have denied this important 
doétrine. 

For a few months previous to the late revival, it was a 
time of very great ftupidity.’ The wife and the foolifh flum- 
bered together. Our youth had become much addiéted to 
finful diverfions. In one of their fcenes of amufement, God 
was pleafed to frown upon them in a very awful manner.— 
While they were engaged in their thoughtlefs recreations, two 
young men were feized violently ill, and carried out of the 
ball-chamber. A young woman, in confequence of a cold fhe 
took on the fame evening, was in a very fhort time taken 
with a fever and delirium, and brought to the brink of the 
grave. She afterwards recovered, and became a hopeful fub- 


jet of divine grace. One of the young men above-mention- 


ed, after a fhort illnefs died. ‘This. unhappy youth, being told 
by his weeping mother that he was dying, replied with his 
expiring breath, “ O I cannot die; I’m unprepared.” Thefe 
alarming vifitations of Providence folemnized the minds of 
the young, and gave a check to their finful pleafures. Many 
were then convinced of the danger and criminality of thofe 
amufements, which they once efteemed innocent. 
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In the {pring of the year 1798, profeflors were much awa- 
kened, and ardently delired a revival of religion. Chriftian 
parents were anxious for their children ; and it was common 
to hear pious people in converfation breathing out their ear- 
neft defires for the effufions of the Spirit. There was a vili- 
ble engagednefs among profeflors ; and many, like Simeon of 
old, were “ waiting for the confolation of Ifrael.”’ 

| invited a number of the youth inito my ftudy, and urged 
upon them the neceffity of the “ one thing needful”? ‘This 
was a very folemn meeting, and will probably be long re- 
membered by fome who were prefent. 

On the fecond Sabbath in June, a very plain fermon was 
preached from Ezekiel xxxvii. 3. which was bleffed to the 
awakening of a number of fecure finners, In the evening a 
conference was attended, which exhibited evicent marks of 
unufual ferioufnefs. The next Sabbath evening a conference 
was attended, and many appeared to fee] the weight of truth 
at heart. The next Tuefday a number of young people met 
for a civil vifit, and the violin was intreduced, which inftead 
of producing the ufual hilarity, occafioned a flood of tears. 
The work of the Spirit, which had been for fevera] davs con- 
cealed in the heart, now burft forth. Ic could be no Jonger 
concealed. It was found that numbers had for fome time felt 
a very ferious concern for their future wel! being, and thought 
they were alone in it; being ignorant of the feelings and refo- 
lutions of others. “I'wo young perfcns, who had been very 
active in the follies of youth, mutually agreed to begin a new 
life, little fufpe@ting that a number of their companions had 
fecretly formed the fame refolution. 

The glorious work fpread with furprifing rapidity through 
the parifh. There was all of a fudden a noife among the dry 
bones, Chriftians were animated, finners were awakened, and 
{coffers were ftruck filent at the powerful work of the Al- 
mighty. There were but very fe:v, wheiher old or young, 
who did not experience fome ferious alarms. It was truly a 
remarkable feafon with us, and the moft aged had never wit- 
nefled the like before. I fhill give the reader an imperfcd 
idea of that furprifing change, from apparent thoughtlefinefs, 
to univerfal alarm, which took place within two or three weeks, 
Thofe who were not at fir ft truly convi@ed, were folemnized 
at what they faw in others, and afterwaids became the fub- 

jects of genuine convictions, 
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The next Sabbath, the afflembly appeared almoft as folemn 
as if that day were to clofe their earthly exiftence. The affem- 
bly, though crowded, was almoft as ftill as the burying. 
ground, Our meetings were diftingu'fhed for a ftill, folemn, 
liftening attention to the word, and the audience hung upon 
the lips of the fpeaker, as if they realized that their all for 
eternity was at ftake. 

The rapidity of the work muft be afcribed primarily to the 
all-conquering influences of the Hely Spirit. But it is wor- 
thy of notice, that moft of the inhabitants of this place are de- 
{cendants of five or fix families. There is confequently a 
great degree of friendfhip and intimacy among them, and a 
{triking fimilarity in their feelings, manners and fentiments, 
Thofe who were firft imprefled, communicated their feelings 
and refolutions to their relatives of a fimilar age, and urged 
them to join with them in living a new life. Thefe private 
warnings were a means of {preading the work. 

Their views and fezlings, while under conviétions, were as 
follows ; 

They encouraged themfelves, that by a few weeks’ feriouf- 
nefs and diligence in duties, they fhould prepare themfelves for 
regeneration. After perfevering for a while in thele external 
duties, they thought their prayers and cries had been fufficient 
to prevail with God to fhew mercy. They fecretly found 
fault with God for with holding his grace. The heart arofe 
againft divine fovereignty. Some thought hard of God for 
giving comfort to others, while he denied it to them. ‘The 
enmity of the heart rofe up, like a venemous ferpent, againft 
the Almighty. Such exercifes as thefe difcovered to them the 
total depravity of their hearts. They felt convinced that the 
garment of felf-righteoufne{s, which was fo pleafing to them, 
covered a heart full of appofition to God’s charaéter. They 
were before convinced that they had been guilty of many out- 
ward acts of fin, but now they faw fomething of the fountain 
of pollution within, “hey were convinced that they had ne- 
ver prayed, read, or cried as God required. They ftill per- 
fevered in duties, but feemed, as they expreffed it “to grow 
worfe and worfe.” They difcovered that God’s law juftly 
condemned them, and that they muft be refcued by fovereign 
mercy, or fuffer its awful fanction. 
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The views and exercifes of thofe who obtained a hope, 
were, in general, as follows. 

There was a great variety as to the manner in which divine 
light was let into the mind, and at the fame time a wonderful 
fimilarity in their feelings after the admiffion of true light.— 
Some obtained relief by a view of the glory and excellency of 
Chrift. He appeared to be “ the chief among ten thoufand, 
and altogether lovely.” Others were firft Jed to fee the exe 
cellency of the gofpel plan, and its fitnefs for finners. O- 
thers felt a happy and joyful fubmiffion to God as a fove- 
reign, and were willing to be entirely in his hands) When 
God’s time had come to fhew mercy, their oppofition was 
fubdued.. They felt willing to be wholly in the hands of that 
God who“ hath mercy on whom he will have mercy.” They 
had new views of God, of the Saviour, of the Bible, and of 
Chriftian people. “ Old things were pafled ‘away ; behold all 
things were become new.” They felt a fweet calmnefs of 
mind, but in moft inftances had not a thought at the time of 
it, that what they experienced was regeneration. It was 
fometimes feveral days, before they dared to hope they wers 
“ new creatures.”” They rejoiced with fear. In many in- 
ftances, a hope was obtained, and gradually confirmed, by 
comparing themfelves with the word, and finding a degree of 
that fubmiffion and difinterefted love, which charaéterize thofe 
who “ are born again.” The work of the Spirit in this place 
has been remarkably free from enthufiafm and confufion. 
There have been no inftances of very great diftrefs, or out- 
cries under convictions ; nor of enthuftaftic rants of joy, after 
receiving comfort. ‘The work was mild. 

This revival of religion has been productive of thefe happy 
effects : The Bible has been ftudied—family prayer revived— 
the inftruction of children promoted—the fanétuary crowd- 
ed—and the diftinguifhing doctrines of the gofpel more tho- 
roughly ftudied and underftood. 

Z:on’s God has difcovered his fovereignty as well as his 
mercy among us, Some of the moft gay and thoughtlefs have 
become hopeful converts, whilft others, who were more fober 
and moral, were paffed by. Some have been hopefully new- 
born, who were educated in irreligious, prayerlefs families, 
while others were paffled by, who enjoyed a pious education. 
But it muft be confefled, that thofe who had been religioufly 
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educated, were more generally the fubjects of f{pecial grace, 

Within one year after the beginning of the awakening, up. 
wards of 50 united with the church. Others have been fince 
added. And about 20, moftly young people, have obtained 
a hope in this * feafon of refrefhment,’”’ and by a fober 
life they give evidence of a real change, but through prevail- 
ing doubts and diffidence have not dared to make a public 
profeffion, ; 

In fome inftances almoft whole families fled to the ark of 
fafety. In one family I found feven or eight, and in others 
five or fix, who thought they could rejoice in God. We had 
the pleafing fight of four fifters offering themfelves to receive 
Chriftian baptifm, and unite with the church. 

It is now above three years fince the beginning of this glo- 
rious work, and I can give a more ample teftimony to its ge- 
nuinenefs, than I could have done in months paft. “ By their 
fruits ye fhall know them.’? Many who received flight im- 
preflions have become like the “ feed which fell upon ftony 
places.”” And to fome for whom we entertained a hope that 
they were renewed, “ it hath happened according to the true 
proverb,” 2 Pet. ii. 22. And with great concern we may 
conclude, that “ their laft ftate is worfe than the firft, feeing 
they crucify to themfelves the fon of God afrefh, and put him 
to open fhame.” 

But thofe who have made a profeffion of religion, anda 
number of others who have not profeffed publicly, appear to 
be ftedfaft and immoveable ; and their converfation is in a 
good meafure agreeable to the gofpel. There may be “ tares 
among the wheat,’’ and “ let him that thinketh he ftandeth, 
take heed left he fall.”” Nearly one half who have lately be- 
come profeffors are in youth. ‘They have cheerfully relin- 
quifhed their former finful amufements, and have often de- 
clared, that they have enjoyed more real happinefs in one re- 
ligious meeting, than in all their paft follies and finful mirth. 
‘They in general appear to be ornaments to their profeffion, and 
by their preferice at our facramental table, render the commu- 
nion a very delightful duty. 

*© The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad.” The repentance of a number of Chriftlefs finners in 
this place, has doubtlefs given joy to angels and faints above. 
And we truft that a hopeful number will praife God to eter- 
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nity, for what they have experienced in this revival of religi- 
on. ‘* The Lord hath brought them up out of the horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay, and fet their feet upon a rock ; and 
he hath put a new fong into their mouth, even praife to the 
living God,” 
I am yours, Gentlemen, 
With fentiments of efteem, 
TIMOTHY M. COOLEY. 
Granville, Eaft Society, (Ms.) Oct. 18016 
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LETTER 
From the Rev. George A. Baxter, on the Revival in Kentucky, 
: | Wafhington Academy, January 1, 1802. 
Rev. AND DEAR SIR, 


I NOW fit down, agreeably to my promife, to give you fome 

account of the late revivai of religion in the ftate of Kentuc- 
ky. You have no doubt been informed already refpeéting the 
Green-River and Cumberland revivals. I will juft obferve, 
that the laft is the fourth fummer fince the revival commenced 
in thofe places, and that it has been more remarkable than 
any of the preceding, not only for lively and fervent devotion 
among Chriftians, but alfo for awakenings and converfions 
among the carelefs. And it is worthy of notice, that very 
few inftances of apoftacy have hitherto appeared. As I was 
not in the Cumberland country myfelf, all I can fay about it 
depends on the teftimony of others ; but I was uniformly told, 
by thofe who had been there, that their religious aflemblies 
were more folemn, and the appearance of the work much 
greater; than what had been in Kentucky. Any enthufiaftic 
fymptoms, which might at firft have attended the revival, 
were greatly fubfided, whilft the ferious concern and engagede 
nefs of the people were vifibly increafed. 

In the older fettlement of Kentucky, the revival made its 
firft appearance among the Prefbyterians laft fpring. The 
whole of that country about a year before was remarkable for 
vice and diffipation; and I have been credibly informed, that 
a decided majority of the people were profefled infidels. Du- 
ring the laft winter appearances were favourable among the 
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Baptifts, and great numbers were added to their churches. 
Early in the fpring, the miniftrations of the Prefbyterian cler- 
gy began to be better attended than they had been for many 
years before. Their worfhipping aflemblies became more fo- 
Jemn, and the people after thev were difmiffed fhewed a ftrange 
reluctance about leaving the place. ‘They generally continued 
fome time in the meeting-houfes, and employed themfelves in 
finging or religious converfation. Perhaps about the laft of 
May, or the firft of June, the awakenings became general in 
fome congregations, and fpread through the country in every 
dire€:ion with amazing rapidity. I left that country about 
the firft of November, at which time, this revival, in connecs 
tion with the one on Cumbeiland, had covered the whole {tate 
of Kentucky, excepting a fmall fettlement which borders on 
the waters of Green-River, in which no Prefbyterian mini« 
fters are fettled, and I believe very few of any denomination, 

The power with which this revival has fpread, and its in« 
fluence in moralizing the people, are difficult for you to con- 
ceive, and more fo for me to defcribe. I had heard many ac- 
counts, and feen many letters refpeéting it, before I went into 
that country ,; but my expectations, though greatly raifed, were 
much below the reality of the work. Their congregations, 
when engaged in worfhip, prefented fcenes of folemnity fupe- 
rior to what I had ever feen before. And in private houfes it 
was no uncommon thing to hear parents relate to ftrangers, 
the wonderful things which God had done in their neighbours 
hoods, while a large family of young people collected round them 
would be in tears. On my way to Kentucky, I was informed 
by fettlers on the road, that the character of Kentucky tra- 
vellers was entirely changed ; and that they were now as res 
markable for fobriety, as they had formerly been for diffolutes 
nefs and immorality. And indeed I found Kentucky, to ap» 
pearance, the moft moral place I had ever feen. A profane 
expreffion was hardly ever heard. A religious awe feemed to 
pervade the country : and fome)deiftical characters had con- 
feffed, that from whatever caufe the revival might proceed, it 
made the people better. 

Its influence was not lefs vifible in promoting a friendly 
temper among the people. Nothing could appear more ami- 
cable, than that undiffembled benevolence which governs the 
fubje&ts of this work. I have often wifhed, that the mere pos 
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jitician or the deift could obferve with impartiality their 
peaceful and amicable fpirit. He would certainly fee, that 
nothing could equal the religion of Jefus for promoting even 
the temporal happinefs of fociety. Some neighbourhoods vi- 
ficed by the revival, were formerly notorious for private ani- 
mofities and contentions ; and many petty lawfuits had com- 
menced on that ground. When the parties in thefe quarrels 
-were impreffed with religion, the firft thing was to fend for 
their antagonifts, and it was often very afeéting to fee their 
meeting. They had both feen their faults, and both contended 
they ought to make the acknowledgements, till at laft they 
were obliged to requeft one another to forbear ail mention of 
the paft, and to receive each other as friends and brothers for 
the future. Now, Sir, let modern philofophifts talk of re- 
forming the world by banifhing Chriftianity, and introducing 
their licentious fyftems ; the bleffed gofpel of our God and Sa- 
viour is fhewing what it can do. 

Some circumftances have concurred to diftinguifh the re- 
vival in Kentucky from almof any other of which we have 
had any account. 1 mean the largenefs of their aflemblies on 
facramental occafions—the length of time they continued on 
the ground, in the exercife of public or private devotion—-and 
the great numbers who have fallen down under religious im- 
prefions. On each of thefe particulars I fhall give you fome 
remarks. : 

With refpeét to the largenefs of their afflemblies. It is gene- 
rally fuppofed, that at many places there were not lefs than 
eight, ten, or twelve thoufand people. At one place, cailed 
Cane Ridge meeting-houfe, many are of opinian there were 
not lefs than twenty thoufand. ‘There were an hundred and 
lorty waggons which came loaded with people, befides other 
wheel-carriages ; and fome perfons attended who had come the 
diftance of two hundred miles, The largenefs of thefe con- 
gregations was a confiderable inconvenience. They were too 
numerous to be addrefled by any one fpeaker. Different mi- 
nifters were obliged to officiate at the fame time at different 
ftands. This afforded an oppertunity to. thofe who were but 
lightly impreffed with religion, to wander backwards and for- 
wards between the different places of worfhip, which created 
an appearance of confufion, and gave ground to fuch as wers 
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uw hg to the work, to charge it with diforder. There 
was alfo another caule which conduced to the fame effe@.— 
About this time the people | vegan to fall down in great num- 
ers under ferious impreffions. ‘This was a new thing among 
Prefoyterians. Icexcited univerfal aftonifhment, and create 
a degree of, curtofity which could not be reftrained. When 
pcopi. f2'l down even in the moft folemn parts of divine fer- 
vic., tuoiz who flood near were fo extremely anxious to fee 
how they were affected, that they frequently crowded about 
them :nfuct a manner as to difturb the beh But thefe 
caufes of diforder were foon removed. Different facraments 
were appointed on tne fame neabae, which divided the peo- 
ple ; and wae failing down foen became fo familiar as to excite 
no « ifturbane ce. Iwas in that countr y during the month of 
Oktober. I attended three facraments. The number of peo- 
pic a’ cach was fuppofed to be about four or five thoufand ; 
and every thing was conducted with ftcict propriety. When 
perivas fell down, thofs who happened to be near took care 
of them, and every thing continued quiet till the worfhip wa 
conciuded. 

The length of time the people continued on the ground, was 
another important circumitance of the Kentucky revival. At 
Cane Ridge the people met on Friday morning, and continu- 
ed til Wednefday evening, night and day without intermiffi- 
on, either in the public or private exercifes of devotion ; and 
with fach a deeree of earn: Rnefs, that heavy fhowers of rain 
were uot fufficient to dtiperfe them. On other facramental 
occaiions, nny generaily continued on the ground till Mon- 
dav or Tuefday evening. And had not the miniiters been 
exhaufted and obliged to retire, or had they chofen to prolong 
the worfhip, they might have kept the people any length of 
time they pieafed. ~ And all this was or might have been 
doac in a country, where, nota twelvemonth before, the 
clergy found it a difficult matter to detain the people du- 
ring the common exercifes of the Sabbath. The praétice 
of camping on the ground was introduced partly by ne- 
cefity, and partly by inclination. The affemblies were ge- 
neraily too large to be received by any common neighbour- 
hood. Ev ery thing in deed was done, which hofpitality and 
brotherly kindne(s could do, to accommodate the pe ople.— 
Public and private houfes were both opened, and free invita- 
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tions given to all perfons who wiited to retire. Farmers 
gave up their meadows before they were mown to fupp v the 
horfes. But notwithitanding oil this liberality, ic would in 
many cafes have beeu im: voflible to have accommodated the 
whole afiembly with private locgings. But befides, the peo- 
ple were unwilling to fuer any inter ruption in ther devo- 
tion, and chey formed an attachment fur the place, where they 
re continually feeing fo many careiets finners receiving 
eir firit umpreifions, and fe many deifts poeta acd to call 
on the form: arly defp: { d name of Jefus. They conceived a 
fentiment like what Jacob felt at Bethel, haa: he faid, * Sure- 
ly the Lord is in this place—this ts none other but che houfe 
of God, and this is the eate of heaven.” 
The number of perfons who have fallen down under ferious 
! impreffions in this revival, ts another matter worthy of atten- 
tion. Andon this I fhali | be the more particul: ee as it fecms 


to be the principal caufe — this work fhould be more fuf 
pe@ted of enthufiafm, than other revivals. A! shes Ridge 
facrament, (the place mmatioaes abovc) it is generallv furpo- 
; fed, that not iefs than one thoufand perfons fell proitrate to 
the ground, and ar bese, them were many infidels. At one fa- 
cranent which | attended in that country, the nuniber that fell 
was thought to be upwards of three hundied. Perfons who 
. fall are generally fuch as have manifetied fymptoms of the 
. deeneft impreffions for fome time previous to that event. It 
d 1s common to fee them fhed tears plensifully for about an hour. 
n Immediately before they become totally powerlefs, they are 
i feized with a general tremor ; and fometimes, thoug! | not fre- 
. quently, in the moment of falling they utter one or two pis r- 
nh cing firicks, Perfons in this ftate are affeSted in mz ny cif- 
g ferent de egrees. Sometimes when unable to fland or fic, the 
of have the ufe of their hands and cen conver fe with perte& 


compofure. In other cafes they are unable to fpeak, th ir 
ulfe crews weak, and th: ey draw a hard breath a dout once a 
ee And in Sonik 3 inftances their hands and feet become 
i, and their pulfe, and breath, and al! the fympioms of lif 
forfa ke them for nearly an hour, Pertons who hat ve 
this fituation, have uniform! y avowed, that they felt no bod: 
pain, and that abd nad the entire command of their reafon and 
ieieGion ; and when recovered they could relate every thing 
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which was faid or done near them, or which could poffibly fal 
within their obfervation. From this it appears that their fall. 
ing is neither the common fainting nor the nervous affetion. 
Indeed rhis ftrange phenomenon appears to have taken ever 
turn it poflibly could, to baflle the conjectures of thofe who 
are not willing to confider it a fupernatural work. Per. 
fons have fometimes fallen on their way home from public 
worfhip, and fometimes after their arrival. In fome cafes, they 
have fallen when purfuing their common bvuifinefs on their 
farms, or when they had retired for private devotion. I ob- 
ferved above, that perfons generally are ferioufly affected for 
fome time previous to falling. In many cafes however it is 
otherwife. Numbers of carelefs perfons have fallen as fuddenly 
as if {truck with a flafh of lightning. Many profefled infi- 
dels, and other vicious characters have been arrefted in this 
way ; and fometimes at the very moment when they were ut- 
tering their blafphemies againft the work. 

At the beginning of the revival in Shelby county, the ap. 
pearances, as related to me by eye-witnefles, were very fur- 
prifing indeed, The revival had previoufly fpread with irre- 
fiftible power through the adjacent counties ; and many of the 
religious people had attended diftant facraments, and were 
greatly benefitted. “hey were much engaged, and felt unv- 
fual freedom in their addrefies at the Throne of Grace, for 
the out-pouring of the Divine Spirit at the approaching facra- 
ment in Shelby. The facrament came on in September. The 
people as ufual met on Friday ; but they were al! languid, and 
the exercifes went on heavily. On Saturday and Sunday 
morning it was no better. At length the communion fervice 
commenced, and every thing was ftill lifelefs. The minifter 
of the place was {peaking at one of the tables without any un- 
ufual liberty. All at once there were feveral fhrieks from 
different parts of the affembly. Perfons fell inftantly in every 
direQtion. “The feelings of the pious were fuddenly revived ; 
and the work went on with extraordinary power from that 
time till the conclufion of the folemnity. 

Thefe phenomena of failing are common to all ages and 
fexes, and to all forts of characters ; and when they fall they 
are di {"creathy exerccifed. Some pious people have fallen under 
a tenf: of inevatitude and hardnefs of heart; and ethers under 
atfuéiing manifeltations of the love and goodnefs of God. Ma- 
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ny carelefs perfons have fallen under legal convi@tions, and 
obtained comfort before they arofe. But perhaps the moft 
numerous clafs of all are thofe who fall under dittreiing views 
of their guilt, who arife with the fame fearful apprchenfions, 
and continue in that ftate for fome days, perhaps weeks, before 
they obtain comfort. I have converfed with many who felt 
under the influence of comfortable feelings, and the account 
which they gave of their exercifes, while they lay, entranced, 
was very furprifing. I know not how to give you a better 
idea of them, than by faying, that they appeared in many cafes 
to furpafs the dying exercifes of Doctor Finley. Their minds 
appeared wholly {wallowed up in contemplating the perfe@i- 
ons of Deity as illuftrated in the pian of falvation. And while 
they lay in all appearance fenfelefs, and almoit deftitute of life, 
their minds were more vigorous aiid active, and their memo. 
ries more retentive and accurate, than they had ever been be- 
fore. I have heard refpe€table characters aliert, that their 
manifeftations of gofpel truth were foclear, as to require fome 
¢aution when they began to fpeak, left they fhould ufe Jan- 
guage which might induce their hearers to fuppole they had 
feen thofe things with their natural eyes. But at the fome 
time, they had feen no image or fenfible rem ctentation, nor 
indeed any thing befides the old truths contained in the Bible. 
Among thofe whofe minds were filied with the moft delightful 
communications of divine love, I but feldem obferved any 
thing ecftatic. Their expreflions were juft and rational ; 
they converfed with calmnefs and compofure; and on firft re. 
covering the ufe of fpeech, they appeared ke perions juft re- 
covering from a violent ficknefs, which had left them on the 
borders of the grave. 

I have fometimes been prefent when perfons who fell under 
the influence of convictions, obtained relief befere they rofe. 
On thefe occafions it was impofible not to obferve how 
ftrongly the change of their minds was depicted in their ccun- 
tenances. From a face of horror and defpair, they affum:d 
one which was epen, luminous, and ferene, and cxprefiive of 
all the comfortabje feelings cf religion. As to thefe who fal! 
down under legal convictions and continue in that fate, they 
are not different from thef who receive convictions in other 
revivals, excepting that their diftrefs is more fevere. Indeed, 


extraordinary power is the leading characteritic cf this revi- 
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val. Doth faints and finners have more ftriking difcoveries of 
the realities of another wo.ld, thaa I have ever known on any 
o.her occation. 

1 trutt I have faid enough on this fubjedt, to enable you to 
judge how far the charge of enthufiafia is applicable to it— 
Lord Littleton in his letter on the coiive lion of St. Paul, 
obferves (and | think very juftly) that  iniboftafin is a vain, 
felf-righteous {pirit, welled with teif- uli icy, and ditpofed 
to glory yin its religious attainmeats.” If this detrnition be a 
g: vod one, there is per hap: s as little enchuftaim in Ken a as 
in any other revival. Never in my life kave I en mo ¢ ge- 
nuine marks of that cup) whica difclaims the merit of its 
own dutie Sy and fo: ks to th e Lord Jef 38 as tne only Way of 
acceptance with God. 1 was indeed highly pleafed to find 
that Chrift was all and in ail in their rcligi. “My 2s well as in 
the religion of the gofpel. Chrifiians in their higheit attain- 
ments were moft fenfible of their depende pee on divine grace ; 
and it was truly affecting to hear with what azFonizing anxi- 
ety awakened finners enquired for Chrift, as the only phyfi- 
cian who conld give them any help. Tho who cali thefe 
tiings enthufiafm, ought to tell us what they underftand by 
the Spirit of Clisiftianity. In fa&t, Str, this revival operates 
as our Saviour promifed the Holy Spirit fhould when fenc in- 
to the world. It convinces of fin, of righteoufnefs, and of 


judgement ; a ftrong confirmation to my mind, both that che 


promite j is divine, and that this is a remarkable falfiln eni of if. 

Te would be of little avail to obje& to ail this, that perhaps 
the profcffions of many of the people were counterfeited. Such 
an objection would rather eftablith what it meant to deftroy. 
For where there is no reality there can be no counierfeit ; and 
befides, when the general tenor of a work is fuch, as to dif- 
pole the more infinecre profeflors to counterfeit what is right, 
the work itfelf muft be genuine, But as an eve-witnefs in 
the cafe, 1 may be permitted to declare, that the profeffions of 
thefe under SChigtons convictions were ¢ spc marked with 
fuch a degree of engagednefs and feeling, as wilful hypocrify 
could | haraly + alana ‘Lhe language of the heart when deeply 
jimpreiicd is eafily diftinguifhed from the language of affe@ta- 
tion. 

Upon the whole, Sir, I think the revival in Kentucky amang 
the molt extraordinary that have ever vifited the church of 
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Chrift ; and all things cenfidered, it was peculiarly adapted to 
the circumilances of the country into which it came. = Infi- 
delity was triumphant, and religion at the point of expiring 
Some:hing of an extraordinary nature appeared neceflary to 
avielt the attention of a giddy peenie, who were ready tocon- 
clude, that Cariftianity was a fable and futurity a dream.— 
Tais revival has doneit. It has Coipanees infidelity, awed 
vice into filence, and drought numbers beyond calculation un- 
der fervious impreihons. 

Wroillt che blefied Saviour was calling home his people and 
bailing up his church in this remarkable Way, oppolition 
could not be filent. At this I have hinted above. But it is 
proper | fhou td obferve here, that the clamorous oppofition 
which atfziled the work at its firft appearance, has been ina 
great meafure borne down before it. A large proportion of 
thofe who have fa'len, were at firft oppofers ; and their exam- 
ple has taushe others to be cautious, if it has not taught them 
to be wite. 

have written on this fabjet to a greater length than I 
firft intended. But if this account fhouid give you any fatis- 
faction, and be of any benefit to the common caufe, I fhail be 
fully gratified. 

Yours with the higheit eteem, 
GEO, A. BAXTER. 

Rev. Archibald Alexander. 
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IF or the Weftern Mifionary Magaxine.} 
LIN ES 


On the publication of the Vi eflern M hiffiemary Mageozine, and on 


readins the accounts of the Joreading of the Gifpel in aif rent 
parts of the earth. 


* Behold, I bring you glad tidings.” 
ARK ! ’tis the Gofpel-trumpet from afar, 
Preclaimi ing loud “ the Acceptable Year;” 


Vrovtaiming pardon from the realms a above, 
And Calin finners to the featt of love. 





Po Laetry. 
“ Ho! every thirfty, faiating foul, draw near 
To Life’s blet F ountain—dry up ev'ry tear; 
Ye heavy-laden, bow before his face— 
King Jefus offers largely of his Grace ; 
Come ye, who long the Saviour have withftood, 
And bathe your fouls in his redeeming blood: 
‘The Matter calls—tet all attention give ; 
“ Ye wretched, poor and needy, come and Ive !”? 
Lo! the glad voice the earth pervades around, 
And Zion leaps, exulting, at the found ; 
“Throuch ail creation accamatiche ring, 
And Heathen lands own Jefus for their King. 
The favage defarts, that i ih darknefs lay, 
Become enlight’ned with the beams of day ; 
For Sov’reign Grace the wildernefs can cheer, 
And make the Rofe of Sharon bloffom there. 
Ride on, victerious King ; make bare thy arm ; 
Protect thy Church, and all her foes difarm : 
O may thy glory ci rele her around, 
Aad purity within her walls be found : 


May ali hypocrify be banifh’d, thenee, 
And God, the Rock of Ages, her defence. O, 


DD LDL LAL LL a 
A PRAYER FOR DIVINE GRACE, 


1, OH Gad, forever good and kind, 
Among thy faints, l long to find, 
A lowly feat, a humble place, 
And feel the pow’r of fov’reign grace. 
This fading world has loft its charms ; 
Fain would Lily to Jefu’s arms; 
in him alone I hope to find 
An ample portion for the mind. 
_ 1 hate the finner’s guilty joys, 
His feafsai mirth, hisempty toys 3 
On God of mercy kindly grant, 
‘Vhe hely joy and peace I want. 
. Should this petition be deni’d, 
Pil tate no other joy befide ; 
A ppliant low, before thy face, 
i perish, feeking for thy grace. 
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DONATIONS to the WESTERN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
From John Moore, cf Beffalo, - - - 5 Dellars. 











